
 
 Millard West Band Boosters 
Minutes: February 22, 2021 

1.  Call to order  
a. The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm by Jason DeLong, via Zoom.  
b. All parents of 9-12th grade band members are automatically part of the Millard West Band 

Boosters, and are encouraged to attend meetings to keep up to date on band activities. Adults 
in attendance at this meeting included:  Jason DeLong, Erin Ward, Jenny Schlosser, John & 
MaryAnn Skrabal, Elissa Hamill, Jeremy Langer, Diana Houston, Eric Grelson, Kim Savard, Yim 
Graner, Sara Cory, Sarah & Galen Greer, Keith Reid, Jennie McLaughlin, Corey Comer, Katie 
Olson, Anna Maroon, Amy McIvor, Christie Hinton, Brian Halsey, Heidi Hoffman, Lieska Halsey, 
Teri & Chris Cain, Katie Rupe, Terese Koubsky, John Keith, and Byron Braasch 

2. Secretary’s Report: Jenny Schlosser  
a. The minutes from the January Band Booster meeting were shared via email with the 

membership.  
b. Jeremy Langer and Erin Ward moved to accept the Secretary’s report.  The minutes were 

approved by the membership.  
3. Treasurer’s Report: Brianna Lyness 

a. Brianna reviewed inflow since the last meeting from: Band Aid, interest income, and trailer 
project revenue. 

b. Brianna reviewed outflow since the last meeting from: online credit card fees, file 1099, storage 
unit fee, and we made the first big payment towards the trailer!  

c. Elissa Hamill and Jeremy Langer moved that we accept the Treasurer’s Report.  The 
Treasurer’s Report was approved by the membership.  

4. Committee Reports: 
a. Fundraising: Brad Durbin was not able to attend, but submitted his report for Jason DeLong to 

present: 
i. Flower Fundraiser: Looking for people to help him with all of the administrative work 

behind it.  Please contact Brad if you are able to help him.  John Skrabal added: All of 
the plants are in, have germinated, and are on track for our fundraiser.  The nursery will 
have a listing of plants for sale in 2-3 weeks.  Would like to run the sale from March 
15-April 19, with a May 1 delivery.  Galen Greer will contact Lutheran Church of the 
Master to see if we can hold the delivery there again.  

ii. Mattress Fundraiser: Looking at dates in the summer. 
iii. Day of Giving: Looking into a day in May for a Day of Giving to the band, run exclusively 

by the Band Boosters.  Erin Ward & Brad looked into the new “Share Omaha” and it 
looks like at this time we are not eligible as a booster group for the program.  It is also 
less structured than Omaha Gives and runs through PayPal (instead of square).  

b. Activities:  Erin Ward- Thank you for donating candy for the receptions after the concerts.  The 
kids appreciated it, and were excited to have some of the leftovers after pep band! 

c. CWS: Teri Cain- Creighton games start up in March, and Teri is waiting on the contract from 
Levy and will let us know which games we are assigned to.  The Big10 Baseball Tournament 
was cancelled, and we will continue to monitor any changes to the CWS. 

d. Pizza Hut: Lora Thompson- no update 
e. Baker’s Plus: Brianna Lyness- no update 
f. TAGG: Kendra Grelson- no update 
g. HyVee Coupon Books: (Amy McIver) not doing them at this time 



 
h. Jr Wildcat Band: Jenny Schlosser & Erin Ward- John Keith shared that the tentative numbers for 

the incoming freshman class are at 23, which is the lowest number of freshmen we have had. 
Still waiting on 4-5 responses.  The Russell Band at the Recruiting Concert did include the 7th 
grade Montessori students, so they appeared larger.  Will need to move some freshmen up to 
varsity band, so we will likely have a very small JV Band.   Working to reverse the trend of the 
dropping middle school numbers.  

i. Marketing/donations: Elissa Hamill-  Elissa worked with Anna Maroon to add a Prospective 
Families page to the website.  Need to update bios and staff.  

j. Travel: John Skrabal-  no travel updates at this time  
 

5. New Business: 
a. Still need a VP of Fundraising for the Executive Board for the 2021-22 school year.  Each of our 

fundraisers has its own chairperson, so you are not working on anything alone.  You will also be 
greatly supported by the Executive Board, and all of the amazing Band Booster parents.  Please 
contact Jason DeLong, or any board member if you are interested.  

 
6. Director’s Report:  John Keith & Byron Braasch 

a. Pep Band: The students have performed twice and were excited to be back and did a great job. 
The next Pep Band will be Sat Feb 27, time should be announced Tuesday 2/23.  If MW wins, 
they will play again on March 1 or 2, but we will only play if it is a home game.  

b. Winter Guard: they are recording their video submission tonight for the HWAA virtual clinic. 
Unsure if their live performance in March will be live streamed.  Amanda will share a link for 
everyone to see their recording.  

c. Jazz Band: competes at Bellevue East on March 2 at 12:45.  Spectators are allowed at 
$7/person, and more information will be sent soon regarding that.  The Jazz Band will also 
perform on March 30 at 7pm in the Auditorium.  The rehearsals have been limited due to the 
snow days.  

d. District Music Contest: for Solos and Small Ensembles only (all large groups cancelled).  They 
have talked to the students about performing, and please encourage them to be working on it as 
the contest will come up quickly.  It is tentatively scheduled for April 22-24.  They are talking 
about spreading out the performances over all of the days, but grouping schools together on the 
same day possibly.  

e. Trailer update: The Executive Board met with Dr. Tiemann and Lance Smith on February 3, 
and after discussion we signed the agreement with the district, and sent the first large payment 
off to the trailer company!  The district will not have any ownership of the trailer (currently they 
own the smaller silver trailer and provide insurance).  Millard West Band Boosters will have 
100% ownership, and will cover 100% of the maintenance and insurance.  We are looking into 
different insurance companies as it is difficult to insure one trailer instead of a fleet or a tractor 
and trailer combination.  If you have any ties to a trucking company, please contact John Keith 
as we will be looking for drivers. If you have an outstanding pledge, please try to submit that as 
soon as you can.  The trailer company will send us a link to watch the daily progress of the 
trailer. Tentative delivery of the finished trailer is April 19 and we are looking into a celebratory 
event.  

f. Trip update: Spoke with the choir director and they both feel it would be ok for both groups to 
go on their trips in the 2021/22 school year.  Trips would be 6 months apart (band likely in the 
winter for a bowl game, and choir likely in June).  A Bowl game usually consists of a parade, a 
field show competition, and a mass band activity with all participating bands.  John is requesting 



 
feedback from parents: are we comfortable traveling, and with having 4 students/room?  The 
cost for a bowl game is usually around $2000/student.  He will send out a survey to gather 
information.  

 
Upcoming Performances:  

● Feb 27: District Home Pep Band, time TBA 
● March 1 or 2: Tentative District Home Pep Band if they win on Feb 27 
● March 2: Jazz Band Competition at Bellevue East at 12:45 
● March 27: Winter Guard live HWAA competition 
● March 30: Jazz Band concert, potentially with Percussion Ensemble 
● April 22-24: District Music Contest solo & small ensembles only  
● Monday, May 3: Spring Concert - All Bands 7pm 
● Tuesday, May 11: Music Awards Night (details TBA) 

 
Please continue to check your email and Facebook for announcements and changes.  
The meeting was adjourned at 7:50pm with a motion by Brian Halsey and Eric Grelson. 
This next meeting is Monday, March 15, 2021.  
 
 


